SCENE i.           MARY STUART.                 m

Commissioner first, then counsellor in this cause,

From me as from the queen's commissioner here

Receive a few words first    Your protest made

Is now on record, and a transcript of it

Shall be delivered you.    To us is given

Under the queen's hand our authority, whence

Is no appeal, this grant being ratified

With the great seal of England; nor are we

With prejudice come hither, but to judge

By the straight rule of justice.    On their part,

These the queen's learned counsel here in place

Do level at nothing else but that the truth

May come to light, how far you have made offence

Against the person of the queen.    To us

Full power is given to hear and diligently

Examine all the matter, though yourself

Were absent: yet for this did we desire

To have your presence here, lest we might seem

To have derogated from your honour: nor

Designed to object against you anything

But what you knew of, or took part therein,

Against the queen's life bent    For this were these

Your letters brought in question, but to unfold

Your aim against her person, and therewith

All matters to it belonging ; which perforce

Are so with other matters interlaced

As none may sever them.   Hence was there need

Set all these forth, not parcels here and there,

Whose circumstances do the assurance give

Upon what points you dealt with Babington.